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BSE TESTING OF CA17LE SLAUGHTERED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

This letter sets out the Food Standards Agency’s advice on whether UK-wide
implementation of proposed changes to the EU rules on BSE testing would be
acceptable on food safety grounds.

Member States have agreed a European Commission Decision permitting the UK
and 24 other of the European Union’s 27 Member States, to raise the age threshold
for BSE testing of healthy cattle slaughtered for human consumption from 48
months to 72 months. The BSE testing surveillance requirements for “risk” cattle
(those most likely to test BSE test positive, but not BSE suspects) would remain
largely unchanged and those for BSE suspects (cattle with clinical symptoms of
disease) would remain unchanged.

Subject to completion of a month’s scrutiny later this month and publication in the
Official Journal, the change could be adopted from 1 July 2011.

Adoption of the changes permitted by the Decision in the UK is subject to FSA
advice in relation to food safety and agreement by Ministers.

The Decision would also allow for BSE testing of a sample of healthy cattle
slaughtered for human consumption aged over 72 months from 1 January 2013.
Before then, this aspect of the Decision will be subject to further discussion and
advice from the FSA.

The main protection for consumers from exposure to BSE is provided by the
removal of specified risk material (SRM), which is estimated to remove almost all of
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the infectivity from an infected animal. In addition, cattle born or reared in the UK
before the reinforced feed ban came into force in August 1996 remain permanently
excluded from the food supply.

In the light of advice from the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee
(SEAC), the views of the UK Chief Medical Officers and following public
consultation, the Board considered its advice at its meeting on 25 May. Subject to
the condition that effective surveillance for BSE remains in place, the Board agreed
to advise Ministers that:

• it would be acceptable on grounds of risk to consumers to raise the age
threshold for BSE testing healthy cattle slaughtered in the UK for human
consumption to 72 months from July this year;

• it would be acceptable in principle to move to testing these cattle on a
sample basis from January 2013, subject to confirmation before the
change is implemented that there has been no change in the risk
assessment, assurance that effective surveillance for BSE would remain
in place and further consideration by the FSA Board.

This advice will be published on the FSA’s web site with the advice from SEAC and
CMOs referred to above.

I am copying this letter to Dame Sally Davies, and am writing in similar terms to Jim
Paice, Edwin Poots, Michelle O’Neill, Michael Matheson, Richard Lochhead, Lesley
Griffiths and Alun Davies.

ROOKER
in his absenceApproved by the Chair and



Food From the Chair,
Standards Rt Hon Jeff Rooker
Agency
food.gov.uk Tel: 020 7276 8010 Fax: 020 7276 8104

Email: Jeff.Rooker@toodstandards.gsi.pov.uk

Alun Davies AM
Deputy Minister for Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and European Programmes
National Assembly for Wales
Cardiff Bay
CF99 1NA

aeJune 2011 Our ret: MC06712

t3flk+ VMj~4QJ
BSE TESTING OF CA1TLE SLAUGHTERED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

This letter sets out the Food Standards Agency’s advice on whether UK-wide
implementation of proposed changes to the EU rules on BSE testing would be
acceptable on food safety grounds.

Member States have agreed a European Commission Decision permitting the UK
and 24 other of the European Union’s 27 Member States, to raise the age threshold
for BSE testing of healthy cattle slaughtered for human consumption from 48
months to 72 months. The BSE testing surveillance requirements for “risk” cattle
(those most likely to test BSE test positive, but not BSE suspects) would remain
largely unchanged and those for BSE suspects (cattle with clinical symptoms of
disease) would remain unchanged.

Subject to completion of a month’s scrutiny later this month and publication in the
Official Journal, the change could be adopted from 1 July 2011.

Adoption of the changes permitted by the Decision in the UK is subject to FSA
advice in relation to food safety and agreement by Ministers.

The Decision would also allow for BSE testing of a sample of healthy cattle
slaughtered for human consumption aged over 72 months from 1 January 2013.
Before then, this aspect of the Decision will be subject to further discussion and
advice from the FSA.

The main protection for consumers from exposure to BSE is provided by the
removal of specified risk material (SAM), which is estimated to remove almost all of
the infectivity from an infected animal. In addition, cattle born or reared in the UK
before the reinforced feed ban came into force in August 1996 remain permanently
excluded from the food supply.
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In the light of advice from the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee
(SEAC), the views of the UK Chief Medical Officers and following public
consultation, the Board considered its advice at its meeting on 25 May. Subject to
the condition that effective surveillance for BSE remains in place, the Board agreed
to advise Ministers that:

• it would be acceptable on grounds of risk to consumers to raise the age
threshold for BSE testing healthy cattle slaughtered in the UK for human
consumption to 72 months from July this year;

• it would be acceptable in principle to move to testing these cattle on a
sample basis from January 2013, subject to confirmation before the
change is implemented that there has been no change in the risk
assessment, assurance that effective surveillance for BSE would remain
in place and further consideration by the FSA Board.

This advice will be published on the FSA’s web site with the advice from SEAC and
CMOs referred to above.

Your early views on this advice would be appreciated, so that the necessary
arrangements can be put in place and stakeholders informed of any change in the
BSE testing regime that is to occur on 1 July. If you should have any concerns or
questions, please let me know so we may discuss further when we meet on 15
June.

I am copying this letter to Edwina Hart, and am writing in similar terms to Lesley
Griffiths, Anne Milton, Jim Paice, Edwin Poots, Michelle O’Neill, Michael Matheson
and Richard Lochhead.

Approved by the Chair and signed in his absence
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This letter sets out the Food Standards Agency’s advice on whether UK-wide
implementation of proposed changes to the EU rules on BSE testing would be
acceptable on food safety grounds.

Member States have agreed a European Commission Decision permitting the UK
and 24 other of the European Union’s 27 Member States, to raise the age threshold
for BSE testing of healthy cattle slaughtered for human consumption from 48
months to 72 months. The BSE testing surveillance requirements for “risk” cattle
(those most likely to test BSE test positive, but not BSE suspects) would remain
largely unchanged and those for BSE suspects (cattle with clinical symptoms of
disease) would remain unchanged.

Subject to completion of a month’s scrutiny later this month and publication in the
Official Journal, the change could be adopted from 1 July 2011.

Adoption of the changes permitted by the Decision in the UK is subject to FSA
advice in relation to food safety and agreement by Ministers.

The Decision would also allow for BSE testing of a sample of healthy cattle
slaughtered for human consumption aged over 72 months from 1 January 2013.
Before then, this aspect of the Decision will be subject to further discussion and
advice from the FSA.

The main protection for consumers from exposure to BSE is provided by the
removal of specified risk material (SRM), which is estimated to remove almost all of
the infectivity from an infected animal. In addition, cattle born or reared in the UK
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before the reinforced feed ban came into force in August 1996 remain permanently
excluded from the food supply.

In the light of advice from the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee
(SEAC), the views of the UK Chief Medical Officers and following public
consultation, the Board considered its advice at its meeting on 25 May. Subject to
the condition that effective surveillance for BSE remains in place, the Board agreed
to advise Ministers that:

• it would be acceptable on grounds of risk to consumers to raise the age
threshold for BSE testing healthy cattle slaughtered in the UK for human
consumption to 72 months from July this year;

• it would be acceptable in principle to move to testing these cattle on a
sample basis from January 2013, subject to confirmation before the
change is implemented that there has been no change in the risk
assessment, assurance that effective surveillance for BSE would remain
in place and further consideration by the FSA Board.

This advice will be published on the FSA’s web site with the advice from SEAC and
CMOs referred to above.

I am writing in similar terms to Michael Matheson, Anne Milton, Jim Paice, Edwin
Poots, Michelle O’Neill, Lesley Griffiths and Alun Davies.

FF ROOKER
Approved by the Chair and signed in his absence
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BSE TESTING OF CATTLE SLAUGHTERED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

This letter sets out the Food Standards Agency’s advice on whether UK-wide
implementation of proposed changes to the EU rules on BSE testing would be
acceptable on food safety grounds.

Member States have agreed a European Commission Decision permitting the UK
and 24 other of the European Union’s 27 Member States, to raise the age threshold
for BSE testing of healthy cattle slaughtered for human consumption from 48
months to 72 months. The BSE testing surveillance requirements for “risk” cattle
(those most likely to test BSE test positive, but not BSE suspects) would remain
largely unchanged and those for BSE suspects (cattle with clinical symptoms of
disease) would remain unchanged.

Subject to completion of a month’s scrutiny later this month and publication in the
Official Journal, the change could be adopted from 1 July 2011.

Adoption of the changes permitted by the Decision in the UK is subject to FSA
advice in relation to food safety and agreement by Ministers.

The Decision would also allow for BSE testing of a sample of healthy cattle
slaughtered for human consumption aged over 72 months from 1 January 2013.
Before then, this aspect of the Decision will be subject to further discussion and
advice from the FSA.

The main protection for consumers from exposure to BSE is provided by the
removal of specified risk material (SRM), which is estimated to remove almost all of
the infectivity from an infected animal. In addition, cattle born or reared in the UK
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before the reinforced feed ban came into force in August 1996 remain permanently
excluded from the food supply.

In the light of advice from the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee
(SEAC), the views of the UK Chief Medical Officers and following public
consultation, the Board considered its advice at its meeting on 25 May. Subject to
the condition that effective surveillance for BSE remains in place, the Board agreed
to advise Ministers that:

• it would be acceptable on grounds of risk to consumers to raise the age
threshold for BSE testing healthy cattle slaughtered in the UK for human
consumption to 72 months from July this year;

• it would be acceptable in princiDle to move to testing these cattle on a
sample basis from January 2013, subject to confirmation before the
change is implemented that there has been no change in the risk
assessment, assurance that effective surveillance for BSE would remain
in place and further consideration by the FSA Board.

This advice will be published on the FSA’s web site with the advice from SEAC and
CMOs referred to above.

I am writing in similar terms to Edwin Poots, Anne Milton, Jim Paice, Michael
Matheson, Richard Lochhead, Lesley Griffiths and Alun Davies.

((JEFF ROOKER
Approved by the Chair and signed in his absence
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This letter sets out the Food Standards Agency’s advice on whether UK-wide
implementation of proposed changes to the EU rules on BSE testing would be
acceptable on food safety grounds.

Member States have agreed a European Commission Decision permitting the UK
and 24 other of the European Union’s 27 Member States, to raise the age threshold
for BSE testing of healthy cattle slaughtered for human consumption from 48
months to 72 months. The BSE testing surveillance requirements for “risk” cattle
(those most likely to test BSE test positive, but not BSE suspects) would remain
largely unchanged and those for BSE suspects (cattle with clinical symptoms of
disease) would remain unchanged.

Subject to completion of a month’s scrutiny later this month and publication in the
Official Journal, the change could be adopted from 1 July 2011.

Adoption of the changes permitted by the Decision in the UK is subject to FSA
advice in relation to food safety and agreement by Ministers.

The Decision would also allow for BSE testing of a sample of healthy cattle
slaughtered for human consumption aged over 72 months from 1 January 2013.
Before then, this aspect of the Decision will be subject to further discussion and
advice from the FSA.

The main protection for consumers from exposure to BSE is provided by the
removal of specified risk material (SRM), which is estimated to remove almost all of
the infectivity from an infected animal. In addition, cattle born or reared in the UK
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before the reinforced feed ban came into force in August 1996 remain permanently
excluded from the food supply.

In the light of advice from the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee
(SEAC), the views of the UK Chief Medical Officers and following public
consultation, the Board considered its advice at its meeting on 25 May. Subject to
the condition that effective surveillance for BSE remains in place, the Board agreed
to advise Ministers that:

• it would be acceptable on grounds of risk to consumers to raise the age
threshold for BSE testing healthy cattle slaughtered in the UK for human
consumption to 72 months from July this year;

• it would be acceptable in principle to move to testing these cattle on a
sample basis from January 2013, subject to confirmation before the
change is implemented that there has been no change in the risk
assessment, assurance that effective surveillance for BSE would remain
in place and further consideration by the FSA Board.

This advice will be published on the FSA’s web site with the advice from SEAC and
CMOs referred to above.

I am copying this letter to Dr Harry Burns, and am writing in similar terms to Richard
Lochhead, Anne Milton, Jim Paice, Edwin Poots, Michelle O’Neill, Lesley Griffiths
and Alun Davies.

it’ JI
Approved by the Chair and signed in his absence
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This letter sets out the Food Standards Agency’s advice on whether UK-wide
implementation of proposed changes to the EU rules on BSE testing would be
acceptable on food safety grounds.

Member States have agreed a European Commission Decision permitting the UK
and 24 other of the European Union’s 27 Member States, to raise the age threshold
for BSE testing of healthy cattle slaughtered for human consumption from 48
months to 72 months. The BSE testing surveillance requirements for “risk” cattle
(those most likely to test BSE test positive, but not BSE suspects) would remain
largely unchanged and those for BSE suspects (cattle with clinical symptoms of
disease) would remain unchanged.

Subject to completion of a month’s scrutiny later this month and publication in the
Official Journal, the change could be adopted from 1 July 2011.

Adoption of the changes permitted by the Decision in the UK is subject to FSA
advice in relation to food safety and agreement by Ministers.

The Decision would also allow for BSE testing of a sample of healthy cattle
slaughtered for human consumption aged over 72 months from 1 January 2013.
Before then, this aspect of the Decision will be subject to further discussion and
advice from the FSA.

The main protection for consumers from exposure to BSE is provided by the
removal of specified risk material (SRM), which is estimated to remove almost all of
the infectivity from an infected animal. In addition, cattle born or reared in the UK
before the reinforced feed ban came into force in August 1996 remain permanently
excluded from the food supply.
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In the light of advice from the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee
(SEAC), the views of the UK Chief Medical Officers and following public
consultation, the Board considered its advice at its meeting on 25 May. Subject to
the condition that effective surveillance for BSE remains in place, the Board agreed
to advise Ministers that:

• it would be acceptable on grounds of risk to consumers to raise the age
threshold for BSE testing healthy cattle slaughtered in the UK for human
consumption to 72 months from July this year;

• it would be acceptable in principle to move to testing these cattle on a
sample basis from January 2013, subject to confirmation before the
change is implemented that there has been no change in the risk
assessment, assurance that effective surveillance for BSE would remain
in place and further consideration by the FSA Board.

This advice will be published on the FSA’s web site with the advice from SEAC and
CMOs referred to above.

Your early views on this advice would be appreciated, so that the necessary
arrangements can be put in place and stakeholders informed of any change in the
BSE testing regime that is to occur on 1 July. If you should have any concerns or
questions, please let me know so we may discuss further when we meet on 15
June.

I am copying this letter to Dr Tony Jewell, and am writing in similar terms to Alun
Davies, Anne Milton, Jim Paice, Edwin Poots, Michelle O’Neill, Michael Matheson
and Richard Lochhead.

Approved by the Chair and signed in his
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BSE TESTING OF CA17LE SLAUGHTERED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

This letter sets out the Food Standards Agency’s advice on whether UK-wide
implementation of proposed changes to the EU rules on BSE testing would be
acceptable on food safety grounds.

Member States have agreed a European Commission Decision permitting the UK
and 24 other of the European Union’s 27 Member States, to raise the age threshold
for BSE testing of healthy cattle slaughtered for human consumption from 48
months to 72 months. The BSE testing surveillance requirements for “risk” cattle
(those most likely to test BSE test positive, but not BSE suspects) would remain
largely unchanged and those for BSE suspects (cattle with clinical symptoms of
disease) would remain unchanged.

Subject to completion of a month’s scrutiny later this month and publication in the
Official Journal, the change could be adopted from 1 July 2011.

Adoption of the changes permitted by the Decision in the UK is subject to FSA
advice in relation to food safety and agreement by Ministers.

The Decision would also allow for BSE testing of a sample of healthy cattle
slaughtered for human consumption aged over 72 months from 1 January 2013.
Before then, this aspect of the Decision will be subject to further discussion and
advice from the FSA.

The main protection for consumers from exposure to BSE is provided by the
removal of specified risk material (SAM), which is estimated to remove almost all of
the infectivity from an infected animal. In addition, cattle born or reared in the UK
before the reinforced feed ban came into force in August 1996 remain permanently
excluded from the food supply.
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In the light of advice from the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee
(SEAC), the views of the UK Chief Medical Officers and following public
consultation, the Board considered its advice at its meeting on 25 May. Subject to
the condition that effective surveillance for BSE remains in place, the Board agreed
to advise Ministers that:

• it would be acceptable on grounds of risk to consumers to raise the age
threshold for BSE testing healthy cattle slaughtered in the UK for human
consumption to 72 months from July this year;

• it would be acceptable in principle to move to testing these cattle on a
sample basis from January 2013, subject to confirmation before the
change is implemented that there has been no change in the risk
assessment, assurance that effective surveillance for BSE would remain
in place and further consideration by the FSA Board.

This advice will be published on the FSA’s web site with the advice from SEAC and
CMOs referred to above.

I am writing in similar terms to Anne Milton, Edwin Poots, Michelle O’Neill, Michael
Matheson, Richard Lochhead, Lesley Griffiths, and Alun Davies.

JEFF ROOKER
Approved by the Chair and signed in his absence
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This letter sets out the Food Standards Agency’s advice on whether UK-wide
implementation of proposed changes to the EU rules on BSE testing would be
acceptable on food safety grounds.

Member States have agreed a European Commission Decision permitting the UK
and 24 other of the European Union’s 27 Member States, to raise the age threshold
for BSE testing of healthy cattle slaughtered for human consumption from 48
months to 72 months. The BSE testing surveillance requirements for “risk” cattle
(those most likely to test BSE test positive, but not BSE suspects) would remain
largely unchanged and those for BSE suspects (cattle with clinical symptoms of
disease) would remain unchanged.

Subject to completion of a month’s scrutiny later this month and publication in the
Official Journal, the change could be adopted from 1 July 2011.

Adoption of the changes permitted by the Decision in the UK is subject to FSA
advice in relation to food safety and agreement by Ministers.

The Decision would also allow for BSE testing of a sample of healthy cattle
slaughtered for human consumption aged over 72 months from 1 January 2013.
Before then, this aspect of the Decision will be subject to further discussion and
advice from the FSA.

The main protection for consumers from exposure to BSE is provided by the
removal of specified risk material (SRM), which is estimated to remove almost all of
the infectivity from an infected animal. In addition, cattle born or reared in the UK
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before the reinforced feed ban came into force in August 1996 remain permanently
excluded from the food supply.

In the light of advice from the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee
(SEAC), the views of the UK Chief Medical Officers and following public
consultation, the Board considered its advice at its meeting on 25 May. Subject to
the condition that effective surveillance for BSE remains in place, the Board agreed
to advise Ministers that:

• it would be acceptable on grounds of risk to consumers to raise the age
threshold for BSE testing healthy cattle slaughtered in the UK for human
consumption to 72 months from July this year;

• it would be acceptable in principle to move to testing these cattle on a
sample basis from January 2013, subject to confirmation before the
change is implemented that there has been no change in the risk
assessment, assurance that effective surveillance for BSE would remain
in place and further consideration by the FSA Board.

This advice will be published on the FSA’s web site with the advice from SEAC and
CMOs referred to above.

I am copying this letter to Dr Michael McBride, and am writing in similar terms to
Michelle O’Neill, Anne Milton, Jim Paice, Michael Matheson, Richard Lochhead,
Lesley Griffiths and Alun Davies.

FF ROOKER
Approved by the Chair and signed in his absence


