
Home slaughter of livestock: A guide to the
law in England and Wales - summary
Legal requirements and guidance for home slaughter.

Northern Ireland

There is a specific home slaughter of livestock guide for Northern Ireland. This provides
information on the law in this country.

Contact Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) Direct Regional
offices for information on:

animal welfare at time of killing
on the disposal of animal by-products

Northern Ireland
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Summary 

Purpose

This guidance has been produced to provide information on the law covering the home slaughter
of livestock.

Legal status

This guidance is intended to explain clearly the legal requirements relating to animal welfare,
Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (TSEs), Animal by-products (ABPs) and meat
hygiene. The guidance also identifies best practice.

Who is this publication for?

This guidance is for:

Livestock Owners
Slaughterers holding a Welfare at the Time of Killing (WATOK) licence 
Holders of a Certificate of Competence (CoC) to slaughter animals    
Local authorities

Which UK countries does this guidance apply to?

England
Wales
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