
Shellfish production area assessments
How we assess shellfish production areas.

We assess and classify a production or relaying area based on a sanitary survey.

A shellfish production area or relaying area cannot be classified until an assessment of the
sources of pollution has been carried out. Humans and animals can be a source of contamination
for the production or relaying area.

Quantities of organic pollutants released into shellfish production areas can vary at different times
of the year, so assessments need to take account of seasonal variance.

This can include:

rainfall readings
waste-water treatment

Circulation in the water affects how pollutants move around. We must also find out the
characteristics of the circulation of pollutants in the production area using:

current patterns
bathymetry
tidal cycle

A sampling programme of bivalve molluscs in the production area will be based on:

the most accurate data from a number of samples over time
a geographical distribution of the sampling points
sampling frequency

The results of the analysis are as representative as possible for the area considered.

Sanitary surveys

Shellfish production and relay areas are affected by multiple sources of pollution. All new shellfish
production and relay areas must have:

assessments of the sources of pollution
a representative monitoring point for sampling
a sampling plan established

Applicants (the harvester) need to complete an application form in conjunction with the Local
Authority to request for the classification of a new shellfish or relay area. This provides the initial
information for a sanitary survey to be commissioned.

More information on the application process (including requirements before classification can be
approved) and the application form can be downloaded from the Shellfish classification page.

After your shellfish classification application has been accepted, we will ask our contractor to
carry out a sanitary survey.

https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/shellfish-classification


Sanitary surveys may also be conducted;

when needed for certain amendments to sampling points
when evidence indicates the sources of faecal contamination may have changed
if the last sanitary survey for the area was undertaken over 6 years ago

Information assessed during a sanitary survey

The information that will be assessed is:

location and extent of the shellfishery
type of shellfishery (species, method of harvest, seasonality of harvest)
location, type and volume of sewage discharges
location of river inputs and other water courses 
agricultural and wildlife sources
location of harbours and marinas 
historical average rainfall by month
any other potential sources of contamination
existing microbiological data from water quality or shellfish monitoring undertaken in the
same area or adjacent areas.

In most cases, new areas will also require a physical check of the site and potential sources of
contamination. This is known as a shoreline survey.

Survey Reports and Monitoring Assessments

Between April 2017 and March 2020 an interim arrangement was in place for the assessment of
new production areas to determine representative monitoring points (RMPs). An RMP is one
monitoring point within a shellfish production area, which can represent a number of sites within
that production area.

From April 2020, sanitary surveys have been commissioned, which consider a wider assessment
of risk. These reports can be found below:

Northern Ireland:

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Belfast Lough 2008 Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (3.45 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Belfast Lough 2014 Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (9.75 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Carlingford Lough sanitary survey report 2011 as PDF(Open in a new window) (9.21 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF

https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Belfast%20Lough%20sanitary%20survey%20report%202008%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Belfast%20Lough%20sanitary%20survey%20report%202014.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Carlingford%20Lough%20sanitary%20survey%20report%202011%20%28002%29.pdf


View Carlingford Lough 2021 Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (11.01 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Dundrum Bay 2012 Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (6.19 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Dundrum Bay 2018 Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (1.51 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Killough Harbour 2012 Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (4.73 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Killough Harbour 2021 Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (2.99 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Larne Lough 2015 Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (8.79 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Lough Foyle 2010 Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (9.61 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Lough Foyle 2022 Sanitary Survey  as PDF(Open in a new window) (12.61 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Paddy’s Point Sanitary Survey as PDF(Open in a new window) (1.47 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Strangford Lough 2011 Sanitary Survey  as PDF(Open in a new window) (9.24 MB)

Northern Ireland

PDF
View Strangford Lough 2021 Sanitary Survey  as PDF(Open in a new window) (8.57 MB)

England and Wales

https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Carlingford%20Lough%20sanitary%20survey%20report%202021.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Dundrum%20Bay%20sanitary%20survey%20report%202012.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Dundrum%20Bay%20RMP%20assessment%202018.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Killough%20Harbour%20sanitary%20survey%20report%202012.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Killough%20Harbour%20sanitary%20survey%20review%202021.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/redacted%20larnelough2014-15sanitarysurveyreview_v1.1final_4.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Lough%20Foyle%20sanitary%20survey%20report%202010.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Lough%20Foyle%20sanitary%20survey%20review%202022.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Paddy%27s%20Point%20%28Strangford%29%20Provisional%20RMP%20assessment%202015.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Strangford%20Lough%20sanitary%20survey%20report%202011.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/Strangford%20Lough%20sanitary%20survey%20review%202021.pdf


Sanitary Survey Reviews April 2020 - present
Classification zone assessments April 2020 - present
RMP assessments April 2017 - March 2020

Important

EU references in FSA guidance documents

Directly applicable EU legislation no longer applies in GB. EU legislation retained when the UK
exited the EU became assimilated law on 1 January 2024, published on legislation.gov.uk
. References to any legislation in FSA guidance with ‘EU’ or ‘EC’ in the title (e.g. Regulation (EC)
178/2002) should now be regarded as assimilated law where applicable to GB. References to
‘Retained EU Law’ or ‘REUL’ should now be regarded as references to assimilated law. 

For businesses moving goods from Great Britain to Northern Ireland, information on the Windsor
Framework is available on GOV.UK. 

The Windsor Framework was adopted by the UK and EU on 24 March 2023. The Framework
provides a unique set of arrangements to support the flow of agrifood retail products from Great
Britain (GB) to Northern Ireland (NI), allowing GB standards for public health in relation to food,
marketing and organics to apply for pre-packed retail goods moved via the NI Retail Movement
Scheme (NIRMS).

 

https://www.carcinus.co.uk/environmental-services/water-quality-and-sediment-quality/sanitary-survey-reviews-may-2020-present/
https://www.carcinus.co.uk/environmental-services/water-quality-and-sediment-quality/classification-zone-assessments-may-2020-present/
https://www.carcinus.co.uk/environmental-services/water-quality-and-sediment-quality/shellfish-representative-monitoring-point-and-boundary-assessments/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-windsor-framework-further-detail-and-publications
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-windsor-framework-further-detail-and-publications

