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WC2B 6NH                                                                             16 June 2017  

Dear Heather  

ADVICE FROM THE WELSH FOOD ADVISORY COMMITTEE (WFAC) TO THE BOARD OF THE FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY ON ISSUES ADDRESSED BY THE COMMITTEE:  JUNE 2017
The key role of the Food Advisory Committees is to advise the Board of the Food Standards Agency.  At yesterday's meeting, the WFAC considered the following issues that will be discussed by the Board:-
· Chemical Contaminants Strategy
· Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
· Developing our Approach to Identifying Risks and Issues Across the Food System
On behalf of the Committee, I am grateful to Nina Purcell for joining us in person and to Patrick Millar, Mark Willis and Stuart Armstrong for joining by video conference to present their papers, and for answering questions from members.   

Chemical Contaminants Strategy
WFAC members discussed the paper which detailed the Agency’s approach to managing chemical contaminant risks in food and the main risks they pose to the consumer and trade.  The paper also identified the policy principles which have been developed to manage risk effectively. 
The WFAC noted the set of principles outlined in the paper to guide activity on managing chemical contamination risks and also noted that chemical contaminants present a difficult challenge, for the FSA, in terms of understanding and quantifying the risks.  The WFAC commented that it would be useful to have a more detailed breakdown of the resource implications to the FSA associated with work on chemical contaminants.  Members also requested, for comparative purposes, the resource implications associated with microbiological contaminants.  The WFAC was of the view that it would then be a useful exercise to identify outcomes achieved against the resources.  
WFAC recognised that there are limited data on fatalities and  hospitalisations caused by exposure to chemical contaminants in food.  In this respect, the WFAC was of the view that it was important to be able to understand the full burden of disease.  In this respect, the WFAC was encouraged to learn of discussions being held with Department of Health, with the NHS and with other organisations, to help inform the position.  

Other observations made by the WFAC included:-

· the importance of delivering relevant, and impactful consumer messaging;

· the need to understand where in the food chain contaminants pose a heightened risk; and 

· recognising that chemical contaminants impact on the international trade of food, that the framework identified for managing the risks might need to be modified following the UK’s exit from Europe.  

Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
Members considered the paper which described actions taken by Welsh Government, through the introduction of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, to improve the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales.   The paper outlined the challenges Wales faces, now and in the future, and set out the actions which public bodies will need to take, in a joined up approach, to address the vision of improving the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales.   The paper also identified FSA strategic objectives and activities which align, and contribute to, the aspirations of Welsh Government.    
In its discussions on the paper, the WFAC noted the positive approach adopted to date, to align and map some of the key activities of the FSA to the goals and principles of the Act.  It recognised the importance of being able to demonstrate how the FSA is contributing to the national indicators which have been set for the purpose of measuring progress towards the achievement of the Well-being goals.     In its more detailed discussions, the WFAC made the following comments:- 

· that it welcomed the approach to highlight to the Board a Wales specific policy requirement; 

· that it supported the positive approach being adopted by the FSA to date, to align some of its key activities to the requirements of the Act; 

· that it would value a more detailed alignment of FSA Wales’ business plan in particular, to establish how its activities might contribute to achievement of national indicators both as an employer and in the conduct of business; and  

· that it was appreciative of the positive support provided by Welsh Government and the office of the Future Generations Commissioner on the approach recommended in the paper for the FSA to continue to work in a complimentary way to contribute to Welsh Government’s aims to create a secure, sustainable future for Wales.  
In conclusion, the WFAC welcomed the paper and encouraged the Board to support an approach that would direct FSA business to make a quantifiable contribution to the requirements of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.  
Developing our Approach to Identifying Risks and Issues Across the Food System
Members considered the paper which set out current and developing capabilities in the areas of surveillance and horizon scanning.  The WFAC noted the limitations of the current approach to surveillance and horizon scanning in delivering an informed and integrated view of the global food system and of systemic risks and issues over the next five to ten years.    The WFAC endorsed the position, in the paper, to develop further capabilities to identify new and emerging risks.  In doing so, the  WFAC made the following observations:-
· that it supported the approach to look to the FSA’s expert advisory committees to provide insight to develop understanding and capabilities which might inform the FSA’s strategy from 2020; 

· that is welcomed the central role of the Science Council in assisting the FSA to understand and implement the work needed to build networks and capabilities;  

· recognising that there are a number of networks globally looking to develop capabilities, the WFAC highlighted the importance of developing the FSA’s collaborative capability and, in this respect, the WFAC supported an approach which would look to work in association with industry and with academia to share data and intelligence; and 

· that the WFAC would welcome further clarity on how far the FSA should develop its capability strategy and what resources it should attribute to the process.    

Subject to the above considerations the WFAC was content with the approach taken in the paper.  
Other Matters

As is usual, I provided a written report to the WFAC which gave a summary of discussions at the last Board meeting which included discussions on the Regulating our Future Programme, on the Stow Project Phase 2 – Sustainable Funding Model, on the Food Allergy and Intolerance Programme and on Dietary Health.    I also provided a report on my involvement in a recruitment process to appoint two new members to the WFAC. 
The WFAC was pleased to receive the report from the interim Director in Wales, which informed the Committee on a number of issues including the commissioning of a working group, by Rebecca Evans AM, Minister for Health and Social Services to consider wider engagement with the Regulating Our Future (ROF) programme, particularly in respect of the Welsh Local Government landscape and local authority updates and consultations.    In this respect, the interim Director informed of the next phase of ROF local authority engagement events including and event to be held in Wales on 11 July, in Llandrindod Wells.  A number of WFAC members expressed interest in attending this event and I have asked the executive to facilitate this request.  
The report also provided information on an announcement from Mark Drakeford, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government in Wales, that he proposes to make an announcement shortly to set out the next steps in local government reform in Wales.    Additionally, the paper informed that a  wide ranging Public Health Bill was passed by the National Assembly for Wales on 16 May which will introduce a raft of new measures designed to improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Wales including provisions relating to the Food Hygiene Rating Scheme in Wales where receipts for fixed penalty notices for failing to display ratings will be retained by local authorities for the purpose of food safety enforcement.     
The Committee's discussions on the above issues were in open session and, in line with the views of the WFAC regarding the openness and transparency of its advice to the Board; it is my intention that this advice will be published. 

Following the WFAC's open meeting, members received a presentation from Charlotte Owen and Helen Atkinson from the FSA’s Social Science Research team in relation to the Agency’s Food and You survey with particular reference to the findings, for Wales, from wave 4 of the survey.  The presentation  provided the WFAC with background to the survey, its objectives and the topics covered in this latest wave.  An overview was provided on each of the five areas covered by the survey (shopping cooking and eating, food safety in the home, eating outside the home, food poisoning and food production and the food system).  When considering some of the findings, members were interested to learn in relation to the 4Cs that the proportion of consumers in Wales that did not know the correct fridge temperature range should be, was higher  than in England and Northern Ireland.   
Separate to the Food and You survey, the WFAC received key highlights, from Caroline Kitson, on the latest findings from the Biannual Public Attitudes tracker.    This also provided some useful data in relation to consumer attitudes in Wales.  The committee was particularly interested to learn that a higher percentage of consumers in Wales were concerned about food prices than those in Northern Ireland.  
When considering these two data sets, and how some of the information derived from them might inform future policy direction, the WFAC was of the view that there might be merit in undertaking some Wales specific secondary analysis of the Food and You data, particularly in relation to food security and income issues and possible correlation with food safety behaviours.    I have asked the executive to consider how this might be taken forward.  
I am copying this letter to the Board Secretariat and to the Chief Executive. 

Yours sincerely,
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pp Dr Ruth Hussey CB, OBE 

Chair of WFAC

(Authorised by and signed in her absence)
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