
COUNTRY

NUMBER OF FTE STAFF INVOLVED IN 
CONTROLS ON FOOD AND FEED 

SAFETY

(NB. May include staff in laboratory 
analysis, animal & plant health controls)

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF FOOD 
BUSINESSES

(NB. In most cases it is unclear whether 
data includes primary production or how 
multi-site businesses are accounted for) 

IS REGULATION AND THE DELIEVRY OF 
OFFICIAL CONTROLS RISK-BASED?

FOOD CONTROLS FUNDED OR PART 
FUNDED BY BUSINESS

PERCENTAGE OF CONTROL COSTS 
RECOVERED

ARE OTHER FORMS OF ASSURANCE 
TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT?

(e.g. The use of food businesses own food 
safety data, third party audits and 
authorised assurance schemes)

ARE FINANCIAL SANCTIONS / 
ADMISTRATIVE FINES USED?

(NB. Administrative fines are not always 
levied directly, they are often imposed by 

the courts / judiciary following prosecution)

ARE REPUTATIONAL REGULATORY 
DRIVERS USED?

(e.g. Publication of prosecutions, cause for 
concern notices and hygiene rating 

schemes)

IS THERE A CENTRAL REGISTRATION / 
LICENSING DATABASE FOR ALL FBOs?

(NB. This does not consider how the data is 
captured)

UK 8,274 600,000 YES YES 43 YES YES YES NO

Austria 2,500 142,000 YES YES 100 NO YES YES YES

Belgium 1,478 76,000 YES YES 37 YES NO YES Not known

Bulgaria 2,663 No data YES YES 27 NO YES Not known YES

Croatia 2,713 No data YES Not known Not known NO YES Not known Not known

Republic of Cyprus 1,304 11,000 YES Not known Not known NO YES Not known YES

Czech Republic 3,208 No data YES YES 28 NO YES Not known Not known

Denmark 6,123 21,000 YES YES 35 YES YES YES YES

Estonia 1,513 No data YES YES 20 NO YES Not known Not known

Finland 1,534 15,750 YES YES 20 NO YES Not known YES

France 7,230 275,000 YES YES 45-70 YES YES Not known NO

Germany 17,626 255,000 YES YES Not known NO YES Not known NO

Greece 7,349 No data Not clear from country profile Not known Not known NO YES Not known NO

Hungary 3,087 No data YES YES 60 NO YES Not known NO

Ireland 1,042 48,000 YES YES 40 (meat), 100 (milk), 76 (imports) YES YES YES NO

Italy 18,506 530,000 YES YES 50 YES YES YES NO

Latvia 1,674 No data YES YES 100 NO Not known Not known Not known

Lithuania 1,435 No data Not clear from country profile YES 100 NO YES Not known YES

Luxembourg 66 No data YES Not known Not known NO YES Not known NO

Malta 176 No data YES YES 39 NO NO Not known YES

Netherlands 4,191 74,300 YES YES 81 YES YES YES YES

Poland 13,918 75,000 YES YES 100 YES YES Not known NO

Portugal 6,158 165,000 Not clear from country profile YES 100 NO Not known Not known NO

Romania 7,301 No data YES YES 50 NO YES Not known NO

Slovakia 1,878 No data YES YES 51 NO YES Not known NO

Slovenia 555 No data YES YES 100 YES YES Not known Not known

Spain 22,056 495,000 YES Not known Not known NO Not known Not known NO

Sweden 3,768 40,000 YES YES Not known NO YES Not known NO

Australia No data No data YES YES 100 YES YES YES NO

Canada 6,378 80,000 YES YES 6-8 YES YES YES NO

New Zealand 400 45,500 YES YES 100 YES YES YES NO

South Africa ** 530 16, 870 YES YES Not known YES YES YES YES

Switzerland 600 87,000 YES NO Not applicable YES YES NO NO

United States of America 14,000 10,700,000 YES Not known Not known YES Not known YES Not known

The following are the primary sources used to compile the information in this table:

  * Smith, Madeline. (2013) International Study of Different Existing Delivery Models for Feed and Food Official 
    :University of Birmingham
  * Smith, E., Daly, E., Erbilic, A., Groothuis, D. and Lyne, A. (2011) Preparatory work to support the impact 
    assessment on reviewing the rules on the financing of official controls – final report: DG Sanco
  * European Commission - Eurostat available at http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
  * European Commission - Country Profiles available at http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/country_profiles/index.cfm 

It should be noted that information in this table has been compiled from both official and unofficial sources, therefore 
their accuracy should not be relied upon. 

** South Africa data is restricted to abattoirs, fresh produce and grain and grain products along the supply chain
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