
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

Lladd Da Byw Gartref – Adolygu'r canllawiau i'r gyfraith yng Nghymru a Lloegr 
Helpu i lywio ein polisïau: Tudalen grynodeb 

 

Dyddiad cyhoeddi 5 Awst 2019 Ymatebion erbyn: 28 Hydref 2019 
 

Pwy fydd â diddordeb yn yr ymgynghoriad hwn? 

• Perchnogion da byw sy'n ystyried lladd ar y fferm at eu defnydd personol eu hunain (gan 
gynnwys aelodau o'u teulu agos sy'n byw yno) 

• Lladdwyr anifeiliaid trwyddedig sy'n darparu gwasanaethau lladd gartref 

• Swyddogion gorfodi awdurdodau lleol 

 

Beth yw testun yr ymgynghoriad hwn? 

Canllawiau diwygiedig yr Asiantaeth Safonau Bwyd (ASB) ar sut i gydymffurfio â'r gyfraith 
mewn perthynas â lladd anifeiliaid gartref. "Lladd Gartref" yw lladd anifail da byw gan ei 
berchennog ar ei safle ei hun i'w fwyta ganddo neu gan aelodau o'r teulu agos sy'n byw yno.  

 

Mae'r Canllawiau 'Lladd Da Byw Gartref – Canllaw i'r Gyfraith yng Nghymru a Lloegr' wedi'u 
diweddaru, yn bennaf i adlewyrchu'r newidiadau i'r rheolau lles anifeiliaid yn Rheoliad y Cyngor 
(CE) 1099/2009 ar ddiogelu anifeiliaid adeg eu lladd, gan alluogi person cymwys i ladd 
anifeiliaid ar ran y perchennog ar eiddo'r perchennog, at ddefnydd domestig preifat.   

 

 

 

 

 

Beth yw diben yr ymgynghoriad hwn? 

Ceisio barn rhanddeiliaid ar eglurder y diweddariadau i'r canllawiau diwygiedig a'n hasesiad o 
effaith y diwygiadau hyn.   

 

Yn benodol, byddem ni'n croesawu safbwyntiau rhanddeiliaid ar y pethau hyn:  

• A yw'r canllawiau'n cynnwys digon o wybodaeth i helpu pobl i gydymffurfio â'r gyfraith? 

• A yw'r cyngor arfer gorau yn y canllawiau wedi'i nodi'n glir?  

• A yw'r canllawiau yn glir ac yn hawdd eu dilyn? 

• A yw ein hasesiad o effaith y diweddariadau yn ddigonol? 

 

 

cccccccc 

 

Dylid anfon ymatebion i’r ymgynghoriad hwn at: 

Enw: Moira Williams 

Cangen Polisi Hylendid Cig,  

Asiantaeth Safonau Bwyd 

 

Ffôn: 07554 223229    

Yr Asiantaeth Safonau Bwyd 

Llawr 6 

Clive House 

70 Petty France 

Llundain 

SW1H 9EX 

E-bost: Moira.Williams@food.gov.uk 
 

Dogfen Ymgynghori 

mailto:Moira.Williams@food.gov.uk


 

 



 

 

Lladd Da Byw Gartref – Adolygu'r canllaw i'r gyfraith yng Nghymru a Lloegr 
 

 
1. Manylion 
 
Mae canllawiau Lladd Da Byw Gartref yr ASB wedi cael eu diweddaru'n bennaf i adlewyrchu'r 
newidiadau i'r rheolau lles anifeiliaid yn Rheoliad 1099/2009 (ar ddiogelu anifeiliaid adeg eu lladd), gan 
ganiatáu i anifail gael ei ladd gan berson cymwys ar ran y perchennog ar eiddo'r perchennog, at 
ddefnydd domestig preifat.  Roedd hyn yn destun ymgynghoriad cyhoeddus cychwynnol o 9 
 Hydref – 20 Tachwedd 20131. 
 
Dyma'r prif newidiadau i'r canllawiau: 
 

• canllawiau wedi'u diweddaru i adlewyrchu y gellir lladd anifeiliaid gartref drwy laddwr trwyddedig, 
ar ran y perchennog, at ddefnydd domestig preifat. 

• cyngor arfer gorau i ffermwyr hysbysu eu Hawdurdod Lleol ymlaen llaw cyn lladd anifeiliaid 
gartref, a hynny at ddibenion monitro 

• eglurhad na ellir symud carcasau neu rannau o garcasau da byw sy'n cael eu lladd gartref i safle 
arall i'w prosesu 
 
 
2. Effaith 
 
Mae'r mân ychwanegiadau yn sicrhau bod y canllawiau yn adlewyrchu'r ddeddfwriaeth gyfredol yn 
llawn. Bwriad y newidiadau yw rhoi mwy o eglurder ac i wella dealltwriaeth o'r rheolau ar ladd da byw 
gartref. Yn ôl asesiad yr ASB o effaith y diweddariadau, bydd newidiadau yn golygu costau 
ymgyfarwyddo cymharol isel i'r cynhyrchwyr da byw hynny y mae'r canllawiau yn berthnasol iddynt, yn 
ogystal â lladdwyr anifeiliaid trwyddedig sy'n darparu gwasanaethau lladd gartref, ac i awdurdodau lleol.  
Rydym ni'n amcangyfrif amser ymgyfarwyddo o 15 munud ar gyfartaledd. Dylai'r eglurhad a ddarperir 
yn y canllawiau diwygiedig hyn hefyd gynnig ychydig o fudd i gynhyrchwyr a lladdwyr sy'n dymuno 'lladd 
gartref', ond nid oes digon o ddata i'n galluogi ni i roi gwerth ar y budd hwn ac nid yw'n gymesur ceisio 
nodi'r lefel hon o fanylder am fantais mor fach. 
 
Byddem ni'n croesawu safbwyntiau rhanddeiliaid ar ein hasesiad o effaith y diwygiadau i'r 
canllawiau a byddai'n ddefnyddiol, lle bo hynny'n bosibl, i randdeiliaid ddarparu tystiolaeth i gefnogi 
eu safbwyntiau. 
 
 
3. Eich safbwyntiau chi 
 
Rydym ni'n croesawu sylwadau gan randdeiliaid ar y newidiadau i'r canllawiau. Yn benodol, p'un a 
ydych chi'n cytuno bod y canllawiau'n cynnwys digon o wybodaeth i helpu pobl i gydymffurfio â'r 
gyfraith, bod y cyngor ar arfer gorau yn y canllawiau wedi'i nodi'n glir a bod y canllawiau yn glir ac yn 
hawdd eu dilyn. 
 
Mae gofyn i ymatebion ddod i law erbyn diwedd y dydd 28 Hydref 2019.  
 
 
 
 

 
1 https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20150401020441/http://www.food.gov.uk/news-updates/help-shape-our-policies/home-

slaughter-livestock 

 

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20150401020441/http:/www.food.gov.uk/news-updates/help-shape-our-policies/home-slaughter-livestock
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20150401020441/http:/www.food.gov.uk/news-updates/help-shape-our-policies/home-slaughter-livestock


 

 

Atodiad A: Gwybodaeth safonol am yr ymgynghoriad 
 

Datgelu'r wybodaeth a ddarperir gennych 

Efallai caiff yr wybodaeth a roddir mewn ymateb i'r ymgynghoriad hwn ei chyhoeddi i bartïon eraill neu ei 
datgelu yn unol â'r cyfundrefnau mynediad at wybodaeth (yn bennaf Deddf Rhyddid Gwybodaeth 2000, 
Deddf Diogelu Data 2018 a Rheoliadau Gwybodaeth Amgylcheddol 2004). 

Os dymunwch i'r wybodaeth yr ydych yn ei rhoi gael ei thrin yn gyfrinachol, dylech fod yn ymwybodol 
bod yna God Ymarfer statudol o dan y Ddeddf Rhyddid Gwybodaeth y mae'n rhaid i awdurdodau 
cyhoeddus gydymffurfio ag ef. Mae'n ymdrin, ymhlith pethau eraill, â rhwymedigaethau cyfrinachedd. 

O ystyried hyn, byddai'n ddefnyddiol pe gallech esbonio i ni pam eich bod yn ystyried yr wybodaeth a 
roddwyd gennych yn gyfrinachol. Os cawn gais i ddatgelu'r wybodaeth, byddwn yn ystyried eich 
esboniad yn llawn, ond ni allwn roi sicrwydd y gellir cadw cyfrinachedd dan bob amgylchiad. 

Ni fydd unrhyw ymwadiad cyfrinachedd awtomatig a gynhyrchir gan eich system TG, ar ei ben ei hun, 
yn cael ei ystyried fel un sy'n rhwymo. 
 
Yr ASB fydd 'Rheolydd' y data personol a ddarperir i ni. 
 

Pam ein bod ni'n casglu eich data personol? 

Mae eich data personol yn cael ei gasglu fel rhan hanfodol o'r broses ymgynghori, fel y gallwn gysylltu â 
chi ynglŷn â'ch ymateb ac at ddibenion ystadegol. Efallai hefyd y byddwn yn ei ddefnyddio i gysylltu â 
chi am faterion cysylltiedig. 

Mae Deddf Diogelu Data 2018 yn datgan y gall yr ASB, fel adran o'r llywodraeth, brosesu data personol 
fel bo'r angen er mwyn cyflawni tasg sydd er budd y cyhoedd yn effeithiol h.y. ymgynghoriad. 
 

Beth fyddwn ni'n ei wneud â'r wybodaeth? 
 
Mae'r holl ddata personol rydym ni'n ei brosesu yn byw ar weinyddion o fewn yr Undeb Ewropeaidd. 
Mae ein gwasanaethau cwmwl wedi’u caffael drwy Gytundebau Fframwaith y Llywodraeth a’u hasesu 
yn erbyn egwyddorion cwmwl y Ganolfan Seiberddiogelwch Genedlaethol. 
Nid oes gan drydydd partïon fynediad at eich data personol oni bai bod y gyfraith yn caniatáu iddynt 
wneud hynny. Bydd yr ASB weithiau'n rhannu data gydag adrannau eraill y llywodraeth, cyrff cyhoeddus 
a sefydliadau sy'n cyflawni swyddogaethau cyhoeddus i'w cynorthwyo i gyflawni eu dyletswyddau 
statudol, neu pan fydd er budd y cyhoedd.  
 
Beth yw eich hawliau? 
 
Mae gennych chi'r hawl i weld yr wybodaeth sydd gennym ni amdanoch chi drwy wneud cais 
ysgrifenedig i'r cyfeiriad e-bost isod. Os ydych chi ar unrhyw adeg o'r farn bod yr wybodaeth rydym ni'n 
ei phrosesu amdanoch chi yn anghywir, gallwch chi wneud cais i'w chywiro. Os hoffech chi wneud cwyn 
am y ffordd rydym ni wedi trin eich data personol, gallwch chi gysylltu â'n Swyddog Diogelu Data a fydd 
yn ymchwilio i'r mater. 
 
Os nad ydych chi'n fodlon â'n hymateb neu os ydych chi o'r farn nad ydym yn prosesu eich data 
personol yn unol â'r gyfraith, fe allwch chi gwyno i Swyddfa'r Comisiynydd Gwybodaeth yn 
https://ico.org.uk/, neu drwy ffonio 0303 123 1113. 

 
Ein Swyddog Diogelu Data yn yr ASB yw Arweinydd y Tîm Rheoli Gwybodaeth a Diogelwch. Gallwch 
chi gysylltu drwy anfon e-bost at: informationmanagement@food.gov.uk 

mailto:informationmanagement@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk


 

 

 
 
Rhagor o wybodaeth 
 
Os ydych chi angen y ddogfen hon mewn fformat sy'n haws i'w ddarllen, anfonwch fanylion at y cyswllt 
a enwir ar gyfer ymatebion i'r ymgynghoriad hwn a bydd eich cais yn cael ei ystyried. 
 
Mae'r ymgynghoriad hwn wedi'i baratoi yn unol ag egwyddorion ymgynghori Llywodraeth Ei Mawrhydi2.  

 
2  www.gov.uk/government/publications/consultation-principles-guidance 
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/consultation-principles-guidance
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    Summary 
 

Intended audience: • Producers of Livestock 

• Licensed Slaughtermen 

• Local Authorities 

Which UK nations 

does this cover? 

England and Wales only. Parallel guidance applies in 

Scotland and Northern Ireland 

Purpose: To provide information on the law covering the home 

slaughter of livestock. 

Legal status: This guidance is intended to explain clearly the legal 

requirements of EU and national legislation relating to TSEs 

and meat hygiene. The Guidance also identifies best 

practice. 

Key words • Food law, monitoring and controls 

• Hygiene and food safety 

• Meat and livestock 

Review date   July 2020 
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Introduction 

1. “Home slaughter” is the slaughter of a livestock animal by its owner on their 

property for their own personal consumption or that of members of their 

immediate family living there. Home slaughter cannot take place in an 

approved slaughterhouse. Carcases or parts of carcases from home 

slaughter livestock cannot be removed to another premises for processing. 

2. “Home slaughter” is distinct from “private slaughter” which is when the owner 

of the animal sends it to an approved slaughterhouse to be slaughtered and 

the dressed carcase is returned to the owner. 

3. It should be noted that home slaughter is likely to carry a greater human 

health risk than slaughter that takes place in approved premises. 

4. The farmer must ensure that the home slaughter (deaths) of cattle, sheep, 

goats, pigs and deer are recorded in farm registers and reported to the 

appropriate agency in the usual way.1 

 

Intended audience 

5. Livestock2 owners considering slaughter on farm3 for their own personal 

consumption or that of members of their immediate family living there. 

6. Local Authorities which are responsible for the enforcement of Animal 

Welfare and the domestic Food Hygiene and Transmissible Spongiform 

Encephalopathies (TSE) Regulations on farm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1 For further information, please go to http://www.gov.uk/topic/keeping-farmed-animals 
 

2 This Guide is not intended to cover all livestock species, but it does cover those species for which we receive most enquiries. It is 

particularly applicable to cattle, sheep and goats where TSE controls apply 

 
3 For the purpose of this guide, ‘farm’ is defined as any premises where livestock are kept 

http://www.gov.uk/topic/keeping-farmed-animals
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Purpose of guidance 

7. To provide advice on the conditions that must be met to allow the legal home slaughter 

of livestock. 

8. To minimise any potential risks to human health. 

 

Legal status of guidance 

9. These guidance notes have been produced to provide guidance on: 

 

• the legal requirements of the: 

 
o EU Food Hygiene Regulation (EC) No. 853/2004 (as amended) 

 
o Food Hygiene and Safety (England) Regulations 2013 (as amended) 

/Food Hygiene (Wales) Regulations 2006 (as amended) 
 

o EU Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (TSE) Regulation (EC) No. 
999/2001 (as amended) 
 

o Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (England) Regulations 
2018/Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (Wales) Regulations 2018 (as 
amended) 
 

o Council Regulation (EC) No 1099/2009 on the Protection of Animals at the Time 
of Killing 
 

o the Welfare of Animals at the Time of Killing Regulations (England) 2015 and 
(Wales) 2014 and 

 

• best practice guidance. You are not required by law to follow best practice 
guidance. 

 

10. Livestock keepers or businesses with specific queries may wish to seek the 

advice of their local enforcement agency, which will usually be the trading 

standards/environmental health department of the Local Authority.4 

 
 

 
4 Local authority contact details can be found at http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/yourarea/ 
 

Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 

http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/yourarea/
http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/yourarea/
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Best Practice 

All best practice guidance is clearly identified within this document by this 

style of format. 

 

11. The guidance notes on legal requirements cannot cover every situation and 

you may need to consider the relevant legislation itself to see how it applies 

in your circumstances. If you do follow the guidance notes they will help you 

to comply with the law. You are not required by law to follow best practice 

guidance. All guidance on best practice is identified in shaded boxes, with a 

heading of Best Practice: 
 

 

Food Hygiene Regulations 

12. The Food Hygiene Regulations (EC) No 853/20045 indicate that in most 

cases meat sold for human consumption must be from animals slaughtered 

in an approved slaughterhouse. Such slaughter would, amongst other things, 

be subject to inspection and verification by the Food Standards Agency 

(FSA). In limited circumstances, meat from livestock animals slaughtered on 

farm following an emergency may be placed on the market for sale for 

human consumption. Under these circumstances, the animals are subject to 

Veterinary examination and certification on farm before slaughter and 

transport. This guide explains what ‘placing on the market’ means in the 

context of home kills and how TSE controls affect lawful options. 

13. The legality of slaughter outside approved premises depends on whether it is 

intended that the carcase or meat from the carcase will be sold or “placed on 

the market”. “Placing on the market” is defined as “the holding of food or feed 

for the purpose of sale, including offering for sale or any other form of 

transfer, whether free of charge or not, and the sale, distribution and other 

forms of transfer themselves” (Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002, Article 3)6. For 

example, the supply of a carcase back to the owner by an approved 

slaughterhouse amounts to placing on the market under this definition 

because: 

 

 
5 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:139:0055:0205:EN:PDF 
 

6 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32002R0178 
 

Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2004%3A139%3A0055%3A0205%3AEN%3APDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32002R0178
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2004%3A139%3A0055%3A0205%3AEN%3APDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32002R0178
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a. There is supply of food in the course of a business; and 
 

b. Supply occurs, because the product returned after slaughter (i.e. the dressed 
carcase or meat) is fundamentally different in kind to what was delivered to the 
slaughterhouse (i.e. the live animal). 

 

14. Therefore, for home slaughter to be legal and exempt from the Hygiene 

Regulations, the owner must only supply his immediate family who share the 

household. Carcases or parts of carcases from home slaughter livestock 

cannot be removed to another premises for processing. If the owner does 

supply others this is illegal under the Food Safety and Hygiene (England) 

Regulations7/Food Hygiene (Wales) Regulations8 and Local Authority 

officers may certify that meat has not been produced, processed or 

distributed in accordance with those Regulations. Such meat would then be 

treated as failing to comply with food safety requirements under section 9 of 

the Food Safety Act 1990. An order for its condemnation could then be 

obtained from a Magistrates’ Court. In carrying out this enforcement role, 

Local Authorities may on occasion need to liaise with the FSA. A list of 

contact points is at Annex A. 

 

TSE Regulations 

15. The European Commission considers that the EU TSE Regulations apply 

wherever a TSE susceptible animal is slaughtered. This includes home 

slaughter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/2996/pdfs/uksi_20132996_en.pdf 
 

8 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2006/31/pdfs/wsi_20060031_mi.pdf 
 

Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/2996/pdfs/uksi_20132996_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2006/31/pdfs/wsi_20060031_mi.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/2996/pdfs/uksi_20132996_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2006/31/pdfs/wsi_20060031_mi.pdf
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This means that after slaughter of cattle, bison, buffalo, sheep or goats, the 

specified risk material (SRM) must be removed, stained and disposed of in 

accordance with both the EU TSE Regulation (EC) No. 999/20019 and 

Regulation (EC) No. 1069/200910 on animal by-products. SRM is those parts 

of the animal most likely to contain BSE infectivity in an infected animal. A full 

list of SRM is at Annex C. SRM must be disposed of in an approved category 

1 rendering or incineration plant. 

 

16. From 1 March 2013 healthy cattle born in the UK or any other EU Member 

State other than Romania or Bulgaria that are slaughtered for food do not 

need to be tested for BSE. 

 

17. The following cattle must still test negative for BSE prior to consumption of 

the meat: 

 

• Healthy cattle aged over 30 months slaughtered for human 

consumption which were born in Romania, Bulgaria and all non-EU 

countries. 

 

• Emergency slaughter cattle over 48 months (i.e. an otherwise healthy 

animal that has suffered an accident that prevented its transport to the 

slaughterhouse). 

 

• Emergency slaughter cattle aged over 24 months which were born in 

Romania, Bulgaria and all other non-EU countries. 

 

18. If the animal to be killed requires BSE testing, you should contact an 

approved BSE sampling site to make the arrangements for testing. Contact 

details are available from the local Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) 

offices and on the APHA website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tse- testing-of-fallen-cattle-

approved-premises 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
9 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02001R0999-20130701&from=en 
 

10 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:300:0001:0033:EN:PDF 
 

Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX%3A02001R0999-20130701&amp;from=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2009%3A300%3A0001%3A0033%3AEN%3APDF
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tse-testing-of-fallen-cattle-approved-premises
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tse-testing-of-fallen-cattle-approved-premises
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tse-testing-of-fallen-cattle-approved-premises
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX%3A02001R0999-20130701&amp;from=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2009%3A300%3A0001%3A0033%3AEN%3APDF
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19. Meat from the animal should only be consumed if the BSE test is negative. If 

the test is positive, the carcase and all parts of the body must be disposed of 

as a category 1 animal by-product. Contacts to advise on BSE testing and 

the disposal of animal by-products are listed at Annex A. 

 

20. The domestic TSE Regulations in England and Wales make provision for the 

enforcement of the EU TSE Regulation in England and Wales respectively. 

Like all EU Regulations, the EU TSE Regulation is “directly applicable” in all 

Member States (i.e. it is automatically the law in those States with effect from 

the date from which it applies). 

 

21. The domestic TSE Regulations allow Local Authorities to appoint inspectors 

to enforce the legislation and provide powers for inspectors to enter 

premises, seize any carcase or part carcase and dispose of it as necessary. 

Alternatively, an inspector may serve a notice on the owner requiring 

disposal. 

 

Animal Welfare Regulations 

22. There is legislation to protect the welfare of livestock animals11 when they are 

killed. Killing must be carried out in accordance with the requirements of 

Council Regulation (EC) No 1099/200912 on the Protection of Animals at the 

Time of Killing and the Welfare of Animals at the Time of Killing Regulations 

(England) 201513 and (Wales) 201414 (WATOK). These Animal Welfare 

Regulations are enforced by the FSA  in  approved  slaughterhouses. Outside 

approved premises (i.e. home slaughter) the Regulations are enforced by 

APHA with the support of the Local Authority as required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11 For further information, please go to https://www.gov.uk/guidance/animal-welfare 
 

12 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2009%3A303%3A0001%3A0030%3AEN%3APDF 
 

13 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/1782/pdfs/uksi_20151782_en.pdf 
 

14 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2014/951/pdfs/wsi_20140951_mi.pdf 
 

Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2014/951/pdfs/wsi_20140951_mi.pdf
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23. Under the Animal Welfare Regulations when animals are home slaughtered 

they must be spared any avoidable pain, distress or suffering during the 

process. The animals may only be killed after stunning in accordance with 

the methods and specific requirements laid down in Annex I of Council 

Regulations (EC) No 1099/2009 and WATOK. The loss of consciousness 

and sensibility shall be maintained until the death of the animal. 

 

24. The methods most commonly available for home slaughter are captive bolt or 

firearm with free projectile bullet followed by immediate bleeding by 

severance of carotid arteries or the vessels from which they arise. 

 

25. Under the Animal Welfare Regulations, the home killing of an animal and any 

related operations shall only be carried out by persons with the 

appropriate level of competence to do so without causing the animals any 

pain, distress or suffering. 

 

26.      Religious slaughter is only permitted in approved slaughterhouses. 

 

27. The Humane Slaughter Association has published a leaflet entitled On-farm 

slaughter, which provides detailed information on legislation and best 

practice for farmers on humane slaughtering on farm. The leaflet can be 

found at www.hsa.org.uk. A point of contact is also provided at Annex A. 

Examples 

 

28. The following examples illustrate the consequences of the application of the 

legal requirements in practical terms. 

 

Home slaughter by the farmer for his own consumption and/or that of his 

immediate family living in the same household 

 

29. This is lawful. As the farmer does not, in these circumstances, act as a food 

business operator, the EU Food Hygiene Regulations do not apply. However, 

home slaughter does fall within the scope of the WATOK, the TSE and 

animal by-products (ABP) Regulations. Therefore, animals must be 

slaughtered humanely, SRM must be removed, stained and disposed of as a 

category 1 animal by-product. Cattle requiring BSE testing must test negative 

before consumption. Carcases or parts of carcases from home slaughter 

livestock cannot be removed to another premises for processing. 
 

Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 

https://www.hsa.org.uk/shop/publications-1/product/on-farm-slaughter-or-killing-of-livestock-for-consumption-(free-pdf)


July 2019 P a g e | 12 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Slaughter on-farm by a licensed slaughterman 

 
30. This is lawful. If you are unable to carry out the slaughter process yourself, 

then you can employ a licensed slaughterman to kill the animal/s on farm. 

The slaughterman must hold a Certificate of Competence or a WATOK 

licence for the relevant activities which indicates that they have the 

knowledge and skill necessary to perform the tasks humanely and efficiently. 

Carcases or parts of carcases from home slaughter livestock cannot be 

removed to another premises for processing. The meat from a home 

slaughtered animal can only be consumed by the owner and/or that of 

his immediate family living in the same household 

 

Home slaughter by the farmer for consumption by bed and breakfast guests 
 

31. This is unlawful. The farmer would be supplying the meat in the course of a 

business i.e. carrying out the slaughter of his animal with the intention of 

supplying it to the guests staying at the farm’s bed and breakfast business. 

This would contravene the Food Hygiene Regulation (EC) No. 853/2004. 

Meat supplied to bed and breakfast guests must be from animals 

slaughtered in an approved slaughterhouse. 

 

Slaughter in someone else’s unapproved premises 

 
32. This is unlawful. Unapproved premises include any place used for 

slaughtering animals other than an approved slaughterhouse (e.g. field, barn, 

warehouse, vehicle, unapproved slaughterhouse). The operator of the 

unapproved premises would be supplying goods (i.e. meat) back to the 

farmer in the course of a business. They would therefore be placing the meat 

on the market. The slaughter would be an offence, as would any subsequent 

sale or supply of meat. 

 

Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 

Best Practice 
 
The farmer should give the Local Authority advance notification of any home slaughter. 

If for some reason this is not possible, then notification should take place within 5 days 

following the slaughter of the animal. Details of your Local Authority can be found 

at http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/yourarea/ 

http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/yourarea/
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Private Slaughter in an approved slaughterhouse 

 
33. This is lawful. Please refer to paragraph 2 for the meaning of “private 

slaughter”. 

 

References 

34. A list of useful contacts and related links can be found at Annex A 

35. A home slaughter questions and answers brief for farmers/keepers can be found at 
Annex B 

36. Definition of specified risk material (SRM) can be found at Annex C 

 

Review 

37. The FSA aims to keep all guidance material up to date and undertakes regular reviews 
of guidance material to ensure that material is still relevant. The next scheduled review 
date for this guidance is July 2020. 

38. The FSA welcomes user feedback on guidance, including reports of any broken links to 
reference material or other content that may require updating. Please use the contact 
details found at Annex A. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 



July 2019 P a g e | 14 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contact-defra 

https://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/?lang=en 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-

plant- health-agency/about/access-and-opening 

http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/yourarea/ 

 

Annex A 
 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
 
Food Standards Agency 
 
Home slaughter, Private slaughter, Emergency slaughter and related issues 

 
Meat Hygiene Policy Team Food Standards Agency 

6th Floor 
Clive House 
70 Petty France 
London 
SW1H 9EX 

Telephone: 020 7276  8000 

Email: meathygiene@food.gov.uk 

 
 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) – For England 
 

 
 

Welsh Assembly Government, Department for Rural Affairs – For Wales 
 

 

 

Animal and Plant Health Agency Offices in England and Wales 
 
 

 
 

Local Authority Contact Details – Advance notification of any home slaughter should 

be provided where possible 

 

 
 

 

Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 

Details to find your Local Authority 

Contact details 
 

Contact details 

DEFRA contact details 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contact-defra
https://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/?lang=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening
http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/yourarea/
mailto:meathygiene@food.gov.uk
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ani

mal-by- product-operating-plants-approved-

premises 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tse- 
testing-of-fallen-cattle-approved-premises 

 

Humane Slaughter Association - On-Farm Slaughter of Livestock for consumption’ 
 

Humane Slaughter Association 

 
www.hsa.org.uk 

HSA 

The Old School 

Brewhouse Hill 

Wheathampstead 

Herts 

AL4 8AN 

Telephone: 01582 831 919 

 
Fax: 01582 831 414 

 
Email: info@hsa.org.uk 

 
 

Approved Animal By-products (APB) Disposal Sites (including SRM) 
 

 
 

 

Premises approved for TSE Testing (England & Wales) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 

List of premises approved for TSE 
testing 

List of approved ABP 

disposal sites 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-by-product-operating-plants-approved-premises
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-by-product-operating-plants-approved-premises
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-by-product-operating-plants-approved-premises
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-by-product-operating-plants-approved-premises
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tse-testing-of-fallen-cattle-approved-premises
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tse-testing-of-fallen-cattle-approved-premises
https://www.hsa.org.uk/shop/publications-1/product/on-farm-slaughter-or-killing-of-livestock-for-consumption-(free-pdf)
mailto:info@hsa.org.uk
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Best Practice 
 
You should give the Local Authority advance notification of any home slaughter. If for 
some reason this is not possible, then notification should take place within 5 days 
following the slaughter of the animal. Details of your Local Authority can be found 
at http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/yourarea/ 

 

Annex B 
 

Home Slaughter Question & Answer Brief 
 
Farmers/Keepers 
 
Q1. I do not have a cattle passport for my animal and it is restricted to my holding. 
Can I carry out a home slaughter? 
 
Yes. Subject to the normal rules for home slaughter, the Cattle Identification Regulations 2007 
(as amended) does not prohibit keepers from slaughtering their cattle on farm for their own 
consumption, even if they are restricted due to non-compliance with identification, registration and 
movement rules. 
 

Q2. Can I eat any meat from my own animals? 
 
Yes, but you must ensure that your animal is slaughtered and prepared lawfully (see below). 
 
Q3. How should I have my own animals slaughtered for my own consumption? 
 
There are two lawful ways in which to have your animals slaughtered and prepared for your 
own consumption: 
 

(a) in an approved slaughterhouse; or 
(b) on your farm by you or a licensed slaughterman. 

 
Carcases or parts of carcases from home slaughter livestock cannot be removed to another 
premises for processing. 
 
The FSA advises that option (a) would generally carry a lower risk to your health than 
option (b). 
 
It would be unlawful in all cases to employ anyone apart from a licenced slaughterman 
to slaughter the animal on your property. It would also be unlawful to have the animal 
slaughtered anywhere else away from your property other than in an approved 
slaughterhouse. 
 

Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 
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Q4. What should I do with the waste material? 
 

If you carry out a home slaughter, any part of the carcase you do not consume would be 
classed as animal by-products under the EU Animal By-Products Regulation (EC) 
No.1069/2009. The waste material would have to be disposed of in line with the Regulation, 
for example by arranging for the material to be rendered or incinerated. Your local APHA 
office or Local Authority trading standards department (or, in some cases, environmental 
health department) can advise on what your options would be. SRM must be removed from 
cattle, sheep and goats and must not be consumed. SRM must be stained and disposed of as 
Category 1 animal by-product. 
 
Q5. Can I sell the meat from my own animals? 
 
Only if the animal has been slaughtered at an approved slaughterhouse would it be lawful for 
you to place the meat on the market. For example, by offering it for sale in your farm shop or 
serving it to guests of your bed and breakfast enterprise. 
 
Q6. Does the restriction on supplying home slaughtered meat apply to partnerships or 
joint owners? 
 
Yes, unless the partner or joint owners are family members living as part of the household. It 
is unlikely that a Court would decide that supplying meat from a home slaughter would be 
rendered lawful simply because the supply was carried out within a partnership or to a co-
owner. 
 
Q7. What about TSE controls for home slaughtered pigs, poultry, farmed game or 
rabbits? 
 
The TSE Regulations do not apply to pigs, poultry, farmed game and rabbits. 
 
Q8. How do I get a BSE test done for my home-slaughtered cattle? 
 
You should contact an approved BSE sampling site to make the arrangements for testing. 

Contact details are available from the local APHA offices and on the APHA 

website:https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tse-testing-of-fallen-cattle- approved-

premises 
 

Q9. Can I eat my home-bred cow which was born before 1 August 1996? 
 
No. Domestic TSE Regulations prohibit the slaughter of cattle born or reared in the UK before 
1 August 1996 for human consumption. It is also an offence to send cattle born or reared in 
the UK before 1 August 1996 to an approved slaughterhouse. 
 
 
 
 
Home Slaughter of Livestock in England and Wales 
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Q10. Can an approved slaughterhouse undertake a private slaughter for me? 
 

Yes, provided that the slaughter takes place in an approved slaughterhouse. A private 
slaughter would be subject to the same rules and procedures as a conventional (commercial) 
slaughter. 
 
Q11. Can l have an animal privately slaughtered other than in an approved slaughterhouse? 
 
No, except: 

• By yourself or a licensed slaughterman on farm for your own personal 
consumption (see Q3 above). 

• Under an exemption which allows you to slaughter on your holding small 
quantities of poultry or lagomorphs reared there and place them on the 
market for human consumption, subject to certain conditions15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/oppolicy-meatestablishments.pdf 
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Over 12 months (or permanent incisor erupted 
through the gum or aged over 12 months as 
estimated by a method approved by the competent 
authority of the Member State of slaughter). 

 
The skull including the brains and eyes, and the spinal 
cord 

Sheep 
and goats 

All ages 
The tonsils, the last four metres of the small intestine, the caecum and the 
mesentery. 
 
Over 12 months 
The skull excluding the mandible but including the brains and eyes, and 
the spinal cord. 

 
Over 30 Months 
The vertebral column, including the dorsal root ganglia but excluding: - 
 

• vertebrae of the tail 

• the spinous and transverse processes of the cervical, 
thoracic and lumbar vertebrae 

• The median sacral crest wnd the wings of the sacrum 

Cattle 

 

Annex C 

DEFINITION OF SPECIFIED RISK MATERIAL 
 

 
 

Staining requirements for SRM 
 
Staining involves treating the material (whether by immersion, spraying or 
other application) with a 0.5% solution of patent blue V E131 or blue 
colourant producing equivalent effect. 
 
The stain must be applied in such a way that the colouring is and remains 
clearly visible: 
 

• over the whole of the cut surface and the majority of the 
head in the case of the head of a sheep or goat, and 

in the case of all other specified risk material, over the whole surface of the material. 
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