
 

Standard Consultation Information 
 

Queries 
1. If you have any queries relating to this consultation please contact the person named 
on page 1, who will be able to respond to your questions. 
 
Publication of personal data and confidentiality of responses  
 
2. In accordance with the FSA principle of openness our Information Centre at Aviation 
House will hold a copy of the completed consultation. Responses will be open to public 
access upon request. The FSA will also publish a summary of responses, which may 
include personal data, such as your full name and contact address details. If you do not 
want this information to be released, please complete and return the Publication of Personal 
Data form, which is on the website at 
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/worddocs/dataprotection.doc Return of this form 
does not mean that we will treat your response to the consultation as confidential, just your 
personal data. 
 
3. In accordance with the provisions of Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental 
Information Regulations 2004, all information contained in your response may be subject to 
publication or disclosure. If you consider that some of the information provided in your 
response should not be disclosed, you should indicate the information concerned, request 
that it is not disclosed and explain what harm you consider would result from disclosure. 
The final decision on whether the information should be withheld rests with the FSA. 
However, we will take into account your views when making this decision.  
 
4. Any automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not be 
considered as such a request unless you specifically include a request, with an explanation, 
in the main text of your response.  
 
Further information 
 
5. A list of interested parties to whom this letter is being sent appears in Annex C. 
Please feel free to pass this document to any other interested parties, or send us their full 
contact details and we will arrange for a copy to be sent to them direct.  
 
6. Please let us know if you need paper copies of the consultation documents or of 
anything specified under ‘Other relevant documents’. 
 
7. This consultation has been prepared in accordance with HM Government Code of 
Practice on Consultation, available at: http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file47158.pdf The 
Consultation Criteria from that Code should be included in each consultation and they are 
listed below: 
 

The Seven Consultation Criteria 

Criterion 1 — When to consult 
Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy 
outcome. 

Criterion 2 — Duration of consultation exercises 
Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer 
timescales where feasible and sensible. 

http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/worddocs/dataprotection.doc
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file47158.pdf
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Criterion 3 — Clarity of scope and impact 
Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being 
proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals. 

Criterion 4 — Accessibility of consultation exercises 
Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, 
those people the exercise is intended to reach. 

Criterion 5 - The burden of consultation 
Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be 
effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained. 

Criterion 6 - Responsiveness of consultation exercises 
Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be 
provided to participants following the consultation. 

Criterion 7 - Capacity to consult 
Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation 
exercise and share what they have learned from the experience. 
 
8. Criterion 2 states that Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with 
consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible. This consultation is 
not being held for a full 12 weeks in order to achieve the European deadline for 
implementation of this Regulation 
 
 
9. The Code of Practice states that an Impact Assessment should normally be 
published alongside a formal consultation. We consider that the impact on both businesses 
and enforcement authorities of the proposed Regulations will be negligible and therefore we 
have not produced an Impact Assessment. 
 
10. For details about the consultation process (not about the content of this consultation) 
please contact: Food Standards Agency Consultation Co-ordinator, Room 2B, Aviation 
House, 125 Kingsway, London, WC2B 6NH. Tel: 020 7276 8140. 
 
Comments on the consultation process itself 
 
11. We are interested in what you thought of this consultation and would therefore 
welcome your general feedback on both the consultation package and overall consultation 
process. If you would like to help us improve the quality of future consultations, please feel 
free to share your thoughts with us by using the Consultation Feedback Questionnaire at: 
 
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/worddocs/consultfeedback.doc  
 
12. If you would like to be included on future Food Standards Agency consultations on 
other topics, please advise us of those subject areas that you might be specifically 
interested in by using the Consultation Feedback Questionnaire at: 
 
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/worddocs/consultfeedback.doc  
 
The questionnaire can also be used to update us about your existing contact details. 
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